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Advanced Planning

of My Funeral !

To My Family:  The following information and suggestions are offered in an effort to help my family and friends at a difficult time.  Please change anything that you feel will aid you in making the final arrangements for me.
 by       
as of        
By means of the funeral rites it has been the practice of the Church not simply to commend the dead to God but also to raise high the hopes of its children and give witness to its own faith in the future resurrection of the baptized with Christ.  

from the Congregation of Divine Worship

August 15, 1969

Solemnity of the Assumption

In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims that God has created each person for eternal life and that Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and death that bound humanity.  

from the Order of Christian Funerals

1969, #1

Christ achieved his task of redeeming humanity and giving perfect glory to God, principally by the paschal mystery of his blessed passion, his resurrection from the dead, and his glorious ascension.  

from the Constitution of the Liturgy

Second Vatican Council, #5

(Note: This entire document is an MS Word form.  To enter your personal information, tab to the entry fields.  Some are free text, some are check boxes, and some are multiple choice.  There are some defaults which can be changed.  

My Personal Information

My name is:        
My Address is:        
City, State ZIP:        
Date of birth:         , place      
Date of Baptism:         , place      
	Other Sacraments:        

	Education:       


Military Service:        
Social Security No.:  ___-__-____
My wishes, for while I am dying; 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I very much want someone I love to be with me ______________________________.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would be happy to be alone.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would enjoy someone occasionally reading from ______________________________.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like the following items to be near me ______________________________.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would occasionally enjoy some music or a video ______________________________.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 do not have) a Living Will describing legal directives.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ask my doctor.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other Wishes ____________________________________________________________.

My Family Tree

My Spouse:       
date of birth       ,  place       
My Father:       
date of birth       ,  place       
My Paternal Grandparents       
                                                 
My Mother:       
date of birth       ,  place       
My Maternal Grandparents       
                                                   
(Please include city and contact phone number where possible)

	Children, Stepchildren, Grandchildren:       

	Brothers, Sisters, Stepbrothers, Stepsisters:       

	My Other Family Members (Please give contact information):  (List here or attach family tree information at the end).


	1. These things I have loved in life:  

	Things I have tasted:       

	looked at:       

	smelled:       

	heard:       

	touched:       

	2. These experiences I have cherished:       

	3. These ideas have brought me liberation:       

	4. These beliefs I have outgrown:       

	5. These convictions I have lived by:       

	6. These things I have lived for:       

	7. These insights I have gained in the school of life about:  

	insight, into God:       

	the world:       

	human nature:       

	Jesus Christ:       

	love:       

	religion:       

	prayer:       

	8 These risks I took; these dangers I have courted:       

	9 These sufferings have seasoned me:       

	10 These lessons life has taught me:       

	11 These influences (persons, occupations, books, events) have shaped my life:       

	12 These scripture texts have lit my path:       

	13 These things I regret about my life:       

	14 These are my life’s achievements:       

	15 These persons are enshrined within my heart:       

	16 These are my unfulfilled desires:       

	I choose an ending to this document:  a poem of my own or someone else’s, a prayer, a sketch or a picture from a magazine, a scripture text, or anything that I judge to be an apt conclusion to my testament:       


( for funeral home or mortuary )
I would like my obituary to be written, ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 Concisely) 

if possible by  ______________________________.

I would prefer that any memorial gifts be made to ______________________________.

I would like the following mortuary or funeral home to care for my body:  ______________________________
(I recommend that my family request  8  original copies of my death certificate from the above mortuary or funeral home, for use in settling my will and legal affairs with banks, IRS, etc.)

I prefer to be  FORMDROPDOWN 
.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I wish to be interred at the following cemetery:  ______________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I wish to be cremated, with ashes inurned at ______________________________.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I prefer to be buried wearing ______________________________.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 My Casket   FORMDROPDOWN 
      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 My Urn Selection ______________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Special Tomb Stone inscription:  ______________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prayer for the memorial card:  ______________________________
(This information is for use in writing an obituary.)  

Name:       
DOB:       
Lived in:       
Date of death:       
Cause of death:       
Married to:       
For how many years:       
Children:       
Grandchildren:       
Visitation at:       
Funeral services at:       
Pall Bears:       
Honorary Pall Bearers:       
Military Record:       
Employment Record:       
Fraternal / Charitable Organizations:       
Memorial gifts to:       
Preceded in death by:       
Other Information:       
Newspaper Name / Phone / e-Mail:       
The vigil is usually held the night before the Funeral Mass.  It begins the entire Funeral Liturgy.  It can be held at a private home, at a funeral home, or in the church building and narthex.  The vigil is most appropriately held in the presence of the body, with an open casket.   The promise of the resurrection makes it possible for us to mourn together in the presence of the body.  Often, this can be very helpful for friends and family who were unable to visit the deceased before his or her death, as a powerful opportunity to absorb the reality of the human death of a loved one.  I prefer that visitation with family be held  FORMDROPDOWN 
 for 1 evening(s).  

The Funeral Rite suggests the following readings, but others may be chosen.  Please see Reading and Song Suggestions at the end of this document.  Some people choose only one reading for the vigil.  

Vigil Leader:       
Gospel ….John 14:1-6
Vigil Reader:       
First reading   1 John 3:1-2
Vigil Song Leader:       
Opening Song:       
Psalm:  Psalm 103
Closing Song:       
The Vigil is the most appropriate time for friends and family to share stories and memories about the one who has died.  Our stories become part of our identity, and this helps us to give due honor to our relationships that do not end in death.  Please ask the following person(s) to be the first to tell a story at the vigil  ______________________________
Please ask this fraternal/civic organization, military branch, or prayer group ______________________________ to stand honor guard at:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 vigil,   FORMCHECKBOX 
 graveside, and/or   FORMCHECKBOX 
 before the funeral.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I prefer that photos be displayed, especially the following:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I prefer that the rosary be prayed:   FORMDROPDOWN 
  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like prayer cards to be available and if possible to include the following prayer.       
Symbols:
The use of Christian Symbols can affect our imagination and influence our feelings and behavior in profound spiritual ways.  Only Christian symbols may rest on or be placed near the coffin during the funeral liturgy.  Any other symbols, for example, national flags, or flags or insignia of associations, are removed from the coffin at the entrance of the church.  They may be kept in the narthex to be replaced after the coffin has been taken from the centrum.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like the following Christian Symbols placed on or near my coffin during my vigil and funeral rite:  ______________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 These other symbols have been important to me:  ______________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If possible, I wish my funeral to be a Mass celebration held at Saint Stephen Catholic Community. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 For my own reasons, I prefer a simple Liturgy of the Word held at ____________________.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like prayer cards to be available (See vigil).

Please involve the following people if they are willing and available:

(Pallbearers, greeters, singers, readers, and gift bearers do not have to be Catholic.  Popular readings have been entered but n feel free to select others.  Please see Reading and Song Suggestions at the end of this document.)

Pall Bears:       
Honorary Pall Bears:       
Greeters:       
Song Leader:       
Singers:       
Entrance song:       
Alter servers:       
Placing of the Pall (at least 2 people):       
Placing the Christian Symbol:       
Reader of First Reading:       
First reading:  Wisdom 3:1-9
Responsorial Psalm  FORMDROPDOWN 
:       
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 23
Reader of Second Reading:       
Second reading:  Romans 6:3-9
Reader of Gospel (deacon or priest):       
Gospel reading:  Matthew 5:1-12a
Preacher of Homily (deacon or Priest):       
Reader of General Intercessions:       
In the General intercessions (the Prayers of the Faithful), please include prayers for:   ________ _____________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________
Gift Bearers (2 or 3 people):       
Offertory Song:       
Eucharistic Prayer Song:   FORMDROPDOWN 
       
Eucharistic Ministers (3 is a good number of people):       
Communion Song:       
Meditation Song:       
Incensing (Song of Farwell):       
Person to share Remarks of Remembrance (not required):       
(It is best to limit remarks to one person at the funeral, with the rest at the vigil.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If my parish can provide a meal in the parish hall after the funeral, for my family and friends, I would be most appreciative.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ask my neighbor ______________________________ to keep an eye on the house during the funeral.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I encourage my close family to participate in the parish bereavement group.  Everyone grieves in his or her own way and on their own timetable.  Some one of my family may benefit from the bereavement group or may be able to help someone else.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I ask that you remember me especially at this years “All Soul’s Day Memorial Service” (on November 2nd).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ______________________________________________________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I Love you!

__________________________________________          ______________________

          Signature                                                                               Date

Scriptural Readings for Funerals

This is a list of scriptural readings drawn from the Lectionary for Mass.  Usually there are three readings.  One from the Old  Testament, a second from the New Testament (Epistles), and the third being the Gospel reading (proclaimed by the presiding priest of the deacon).  The readings should be prefaced by “A reading from the book of…”, and followed by the statement “ The word of the Lord”. 

Old Testament Readings

1. Job 19:23-27a                    I know that my vindicator lives

2. Ecclesiastes 3:1-11            A time to be born, and a time to die

3. Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8       before the silver chord is snapped 

4. Song of Solomon 2:8-14   Arise my beloved, my beautiful one, and come

5. Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23f     God did not make death, nor does he rejoice

6. Wisdom 3:1-9                  The souls of the just are in the hand of God

7. Wisdom 4:7-15                  The just man, though he die early, shall be 

8. Sirach 1:1-10                      All wisdom comes from the Lord

9. Sirach 2:1-11                     In fire gold is tested, compassionate is the Lord

10. Sirach 44:1, 10-15             Now will I praise those godly men

11. Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9                He will destroy death forever (children)

12. Isaiah 26:7-19                    your dead shall live, their corpses shall rise

13. Isaiah 35:1-10                    Here is your God, he comes with vindication

14. Isaiah 40:1-11                    Comfort, to my people

15. Isaiah 40:25-31                  Though youths stager and fall, they shall soar

16. Jeremiah 17:5-10               I the Lord, alone probe the mind and test 

17. Lamentations 3:17-26       My portion is the Lord, says my soul

18. Ezekiel 37:12-14               I will open your graves and have you rise

19. Daniel 12:1-3                    The wise shall shine brightly

20. Micah 7:7-9                       though I sit in darkness, the Lord is my light

21. Zephaniah 3:14-18            Shout for joy, the Lord has removed judgment

22. Malachi 3:13-20                and a record book was written before him

23. 2 Maccabees 12:43-46      he made atonement for the dead

New Testament Readings

1. Romans 5:1-5                 We know that affliction makes for endurance

2. Romans 8:1-11               He will bring your mortal bodies to life

3. Romans 8:26-30             God makes all things work together for the good

4. Romans 10:8-13             No one who believes in him will be but to shame

5. Romans 11:33-36           How deep are the riches and the wisdom of  God

6. 1 Corinthians 1:22-25    God’s folly is wiser than men,...more powerful

7. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31    let him who would boast, boast in the Lord

8. 1 Corinthians 2:6-10      eyes have not seen, nor ear heard, what God has

9. 1 Corinthians 15:12-20   if Christ was not raised, your faith is worthless

10. 2 Corinthians 4:6-10       this treasure we possess in earthen vessels

11. 2 Corinthians 5:14-17     the old order has passed away, and all is new

12. 12. Ephesians 1:3-10            he likewise predestined us to be his sons

13. 13. Ephesians 1:11-14          In Christ we were chosen

14. 14. Ephesians 2:4-10            by this favor you were saved, not by your doing

15. 15. Philippians 3:8-14          I run toward the prize to which God calls me

16. 16. Colossians 3:1-4            After all, you have died!  Your life is hidden now.

17. 17. Colossians 3:12-24        you will receive an inheritance from Him

18. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11        we belong neither to darkness nor to night

19. 19. 2 Timothy 1:8-10           your share of the hardship, He has robbed death

20. 20. 2 Timothy 4:6-18           I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

21. 21. Titus 2:11-14                 He who sacrificed himself for us, to redeem us

22. 22. Titus 3:4-7                     He saved us, not because of any righteous deeds

23. 23. Hebrews 4:12-16           Nothing is concealed from Him, let us hold fast

24. 24. Hebrews 5:7-9               he learned obedience from what he suffered

25. 25. Hebrews 12:18-24         you have drawn near to the heavenly Jerusalem

26. 26. James 5:7-10                 Be patient until the coming of the Lord

27. 27. 1 Peter 1:3-9                  you may for a time have to suffer

28. 28. 2 Peter 3:12-17              Look for the coming of the day of God

29. 29. 1 John 5:1-5                   Who then is the conqueror of the world

30. 30 Revelation 22:12ff         I am the Alpha and the Omega...come Lord Jesus

Gospel Readings

1. Mathew 5:1-12a           The eight beatitudes

2. Mathew 11:25-30         come to me, and I will give you rest

3. Mathew 18:19-20         For where two or three are gathered in my name 

4. Mathew 25:1-13           The bridegroom comes.  Go out to meet him 

5. Mathew 25:31-46         Come, you whom my Father has blessed

6. Mark 10:13-16              Let the children come to me

7. Mark13:33-37              you do not know the appointed time 

8. Mark 15:33-46              My God, my God, why have you forsaken me

9. Mark 15:33to16:6         Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last

10. Luke 7:11-17                Young man, I say to you, arise

11. Luke 12:35-40              Be prepared, for you do not know the hour

12. Luke 20:34-38              They can no longer die, for they are like angles

13. Luke 23:33-43              Today you will be with me in paradise

14. Luke 23:44to24:6a        Father I put my life in your hands

15. Luke 24:13-35              Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer

16. Luke 24:13:35               Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 

17. John 5:24-29                 Whoever hears my word and believes has 

18. John 6:37-40                  All who believe in the Son will have eternal life

19. John 6:51-58                  All who eat this bread will live forever

20. John 11:17-27                I am the resurrection and the life

21. John 11:32-45                Lazarus, come out

22. John 12:23-28                If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies

23. John 14:1-6                    There are many rooms in my Fathers house

24. John 17:24-26                Father, I want those you have given me to 

25. John 19:17-30                Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit       

Responsorial Psalm

1. Psalm 23     The Lord is my Shepherd, there is…

2. Psalm 25     To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul

3. Psalm 27     The Lord is my light and my salvation

4. Psalm 42     My soul is thursting for the living God

5. Psalm 63     My soul is thursting for You, O Lord

6. Psalm 103   The Lord is kind and merciful

7. Psalm 116   I will walk in the presence of the Lord

8. Psalm 122   Let us go rejoicing to the house of the…

9. Psalm 130   Out of the depths, I cry unto you, O Lord

10. Psalm 143   O Lord, hear my prayer

11. Psalm 148   Let all praise the name of the Lord (children)

Music / Songs

The following list of songs are chosen by many people for funerals.  Other songs of worship may also be used.  The suggested use for each song is indicated by the following marking; (C) communion song,  (E) entrance song, (O) offertory song,  (M) meditation song,  (R)  recessional song.

1. Amazing Grace (any)

2. Ave Maria (M)

3. Be not Afraid (R)

4. City of God (R)

5. Come Home (children)

6. Come to Me (O)

7. Day by Day (M,R)

8. Gift of finest Wheat (C)

9. Gentile Woman (M)

10. Here I am Lord (E)

11. How Great Thou Art (E,R)

12. I, The Lord (R,O,M)

13. I am the Bread of Life (C)

14. I have decided to follow  Jesus (children)

15. In His Time (C,M)

16. Instrumental (E,O,C,R)

17. I know my Redeemer (R)

18. I will choose Christ (E,R)

19. In the Garden (O)

20. Jesus, what a wonder You are (O,C,M)

21. Lord of the Dance (C)

22. Morning has Broken (E)

23. Lord, I am not Worthy (O)

24. Old Rugged Cross (E,O)

25. On Eagle’s Wings (E,R)

26. 
Panis Angelicus (O,M)

27. Prayer of St Francis (M,R)

28. Seek Ye First (E)

29. Shepherd Me, O God (Psalm 23)

30. The Body of Christ (C)

31. There is a Longing (E,O)

32. They’ll know we are Christians by our Love (children)

33. This is the Day (children)

34. We will Rise Again (R)

35. What wondrous Love is This (M,C,O)

36. When the Saints Go Marching In (E,R)

37. The Wind Beneath My Wings (M)

38. You Are Mine (O,M)

39. You Are Near (E,C)

40. Mass of Creation, Holy Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen.(These are the best known sung parts of the Eucharistic prayer)

41. Eucharistic Prayer II, by Marty Haugen. (This is the Eucharistic prayer we sing during the seasons of Easter and Christmas. This is appropriate during any season except for Lent


Saint Stephen Catholic Community

14544 Lebanon Road

Old Hickory, TN 37138

Phone:  (615) 758-2424

Fax:  (615) 754-0043

Priest House:  754-4454

www.saintstephencommunity.com
Calvary Cemetery 256-4590
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